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opening, one being for the inauguration of a school and
the other for the construction of a steam-laundry for the
University of Yourieff. M. Goremykine not only failed
to remedy this mistake, but he took pleasure in aggravat-
ing it by omitting to present any new projects to the
Douma.
The results were not slow in appearing; exasperated
by the Government's attitude of disdain and lacking
material for practical work, the Douma resorted to an
uninterrupted series of interpellations addressed to the
Ministers on the most varied subjects. There were
more than three hundred of these interpellations, and
they gave opportunity for the most furious attacks
against the Government on such subjects as capital
punishment, the provocative methods of the secret
police and especially the anti-Jewish -pogroms^ which the
Government was accused of organizing. M. Stolypine
alone, of all the Ministers, faced the tumult and suc-
ceeded in impressing the Douma by his calm courage
and the manifest sincerity of his responses; the others
made no reply, or else did so by the voice of their subor-
dinates, which exasperated the deputies still more. On
several occasions the representatives of the Government
had to leave the hall of sessions most precipitately,
pursued by the jeers and insults of the assembly.
Another result of the failure on the part of the Govern-
ment to submit proposals for laws to be enacted by the
Douma was the taking of the initiative by that body
itself, and in that way the most radical bills were intro-
duced, particularly in relation to the agrarian question,
which soon became the dominating subject of discussion
on account of the violent passions and agitation that it
oagendered* The lottg and heated discussions of this
great question ended by provoking so decisive a collision